Workplan for INFORSE-Europe activities for Energy & Climate Education in Schools, 2004
Aim
Strengthen NGOs working on environmental education concerning energy and climate by sharing best practice and resources in EU 25 and candidate countries, to pilot and monitor the uptake of climate and sustainable energy education materials in schools and educational establishments, with particular reference to sustainable energy use and the impact of energy use on the environment and health.

Objectives
To collate a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy from members of the INFORSE network and to pilot the use of this within schools

To exchange experience and environmental education resources among EU 15 and candidate countries, and addressing the cross-cultural barriers of doing this.
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To further develop relevant environmental education material for use in different school systems with different budgets and different curriculums, e.g. mobile units, IT educational material and low cost working models demonstrating renewable energy and climate change; and pilot their use within schools.


Implementation

The programme will be co-ordinated through INFORSE Europe with the West Wales ECO Centre (INFORSE member) as the main executive organisation responsible for day-to-day work. It will involve organisations from at least 6 countries including Earth Friends, Galati, Romania; Katowice branch of Polish Ecological Club; Danish Organisation for Renewable Energy; and West Wales ECO Centre.

 Activities will be coordinated with environmental education networks with activities in climate and energy and with other organisations with European network activities in the field. 

The aims of the coordination will be to strengthen each other's activities, avoid duplication, and increase the combined outreach of the activities. 

It will include coordination with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF), International Solar Energy Society's educational activities in Europe, and Eco-Schools. Coordination is preliminarily agreed with ESEEF.

Activities making the school curricula relevant to the daily life

· Develop and improve energy and climate change based activities that can be included in a number of classes including Mathematics (e.g. calculating energy & waste use, graphs illustrating resource use etc.); Art  posters; Geography and Science. The activities shall link into the national curriculum in a number of countries, covering the relevant parts.

· Promote successful elements of schemes in which member organisations are involved e.g. Sustainable Schools Award and Green Schools in parts of the UK, School Energy Forum in Denmark. They will be promoted via the INFORSE-Europe- network and via the website described below.
· Explore the use of mobile materials for climate and sustainable energy demonstration days etc. from extended poster exhibitions to complete mobile visitor centres, illustrating issues such as: 
· demand for resources, 

· the problems arising from climate change and depletion of non-renewable energy sources, 

· consequence of societies reliance on fossil fuels, 

· renewable resources available to us, 

· how our daily lives can be fully supported with renewable resources without ruining our      environment. 

· Explore the use of computer-based teaching materials on climate and energy, showing how IT can be used in this field to assist in classrooms. An overview will be made of existing and upcoming material that exploit the potential offered by current technologies

· Explore the use of demonstration models, both models made by pupils during classes and models made in advance, to help explain the issues of climate change; what solutions could be and how they work; 

· Organise a face-to-face meeting of INFORSE-Europe organisations involved in climate and energy education from at least 5 countries. Opportunities will be explored also to use this meeting for coordination with other networks.

· Create a new educational section of the INFORSE-Europe website as a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy. Material developed will be available via this website. It will include presentations for various age groups, both static and interactive, and will show how traditional subjects in schools can be used to demonstrate energy issues. It will also feature links to other web-resources, including the websites of ESEEF and of other relevant networks.

· Present case studies of successful use of the materials for inspiration of NGOs and teachers. These will be developed and published to the INFORSE-Europe website and relevant members site.

· Present the materials and activates at relevant occasions including at the EU Green Week 2004 together with other INFORSE-Europe material developed like the DIERET (online education in postgraduate level) the Vision2050. 
