INFORSE-Europe Work Programme 2004

Approved by INFORSE-Europe General Meeting, October 4, 2003, at Centre for Alternative Technology, Wales, UK and amended in a following email process involving all members.

NETWORK ACTIVITIES, CAPACITY BUILDING

inforse-europe website

The INFORSE-Europe website will be updated regularly, and will include information on activities, members and important links. 

The website will feature the activities of the network and give background information. This will include following EU policy. The website will be improved with own domain, if the main  "eu" domain becomes available at reasonable costs (domain to be "www.inforse.eu")

All members are asked to provide inputs and links for the website, and to put a link to the INFORSE site on their websites.

A short version of the website will be made available in Russian.

Members with difficulties with having a working website will be offered a simple a presentation on a dedicated page on the website.

Expected output: The activity will include regular updates with monthly intervals, including update of EU policy, improvement and expansion of the website following the new activities of the network, in particular a section will be added on education.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY NEWS AND CONTACT LIST

Publish Sustainable Energy News and a Sustainable Energy Contact List with a European part and a part for other countries. In 2004, four issues are planned, at least two with special themes such as “sustainable energy & employment”, “gender & energy”. We hope that many will write articles for Sustainable Energy News, and we can offer a small honorary, 100-200 € per article that are accepted.

Expected output: Production of 4 issues of Sustainable Energy News, 16-20 pages each + sustainable energy contact list, distributed by mail to about 1000 contacts, and by email another 1000 contacts, and available from a website. About half of the received are in EU + candidate countries

REGIONAL, NATIONAL, & LOCAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY VISIONS AND PLANNING MODELS FOR NGOs

INFORSE-Europe will provide assistance to interested members on how to make national and local sustainable energy plans, following the Vision2050 framework, and will develop visions for EU-15 as well as for EU-25. Basic information will be available on the website, and additional information and examples will be available from the co-ordinators. The information on the website will be improved gradually, including information about local energy planning for municipalities.

Expected output: An improved version of the spread sheet tool for the quantitative part of the vision will be developed, the vision for EU-15 will be developed using the spread sheet tool, the vision for EU-25 will be developed with specific emphasis on the candidate countries, 2-3 new national visions will be developed. Results from the visions will be presented in seminars, at exhibitions and with presentations the countries, where new visions are developed.

DIERET (Distance Internet Education on Renewable Energy Technologies)

A free internet-based course developed by INFORSE-Europe and INFORSE South Asia. The updated version of the material will be used for two rounds of the course in English, dedicated to new persons (volunteers/members) in INFORSE-Europe. Persons from INFORSE-Europe members that have participated in the first round will be offered a special course, covering the energy planning and development of local/national energy plans. Western European members will be offered to use the material for national courses, and pay a small amount to INFORSE-Europe from the participants’ fees. The new version in Russian will be used in two rounds; similarly the version in Albanian will be used. The opportunities for translation to other European languages will be explored, and if possible translation will be made to 1-2 new languages. In addition, the DIERET material will be updated at the end of the year.

Expected output: Training of more than 100 persons involved in NGOs, distribution of the material to about 500 other users, update and improvement of the DIERET material.

Energy & Climate Education in Schools

A new network activity to strengthen NGOs working on environmental education on energy and climate by sharing best practice and resources in EU 15 and candidate countries, and to pilot and monitor the uptake of climate and sustainable energy education materials in schools and educational establishments. The activity will involve the INFORSE-Europe members active in the field. It will include:

· Develop and improve energy and climate change based educational activities 

· Promote successful elements of schemes in which member organisations are involved.

· Explore the use of mobile materials for climate and sustainable energy demonstration days etc. 

· Explore the use of computer-based teaching materials and the use of demonstration models.

· Create a new educational section of the INFORSE-Europe website as a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy. 

· Present case studies of successful use of the materials for inspiration of NGOs and teachers.

As part of the activity, a face-to-face meeting will be organised for the INFORSE-Europe organisations involved in climate and energy education.

A more detailed description of the proposed work for this new activity is attached to this work programme.

Expected output: New web pages on energy and climate education included in INFORSE-Europe's website, meeting among INFORSE-Europe organisations involved in the field, improved tools for environmental education in at least 6 countries, improved knowledge on tools and methods in education on energy and climate issues in at least 6 countries, consolidated network activities linking INFORSE-Europe with other networks in the field.

collection of Success-stories and sustainable energy data 

Collection and publishing of success stories of local activities for increased use of renewable energy and energy efficiency, and sustainable energy data (i.e. data for development of sustainability data in energy supply and use). The main emphasis will be on accession countries, where less information is available in official databases on this.

This activity will be a follow-up of the collection of success-stories from 1998 (see www.inforse.org/europe. The information will be made available on the INFORSE-Europe website. The work is expected to be co-ordinated with Helio's Global Energy Observatory.

Expected output: Development of at least 10 new cases, update of existing cases, collection of sustainable energy data for 2-3 selected candidate countries.

cooperation ON NETWORK ACTIVITIES WITH other inforse regions

INFORSE-Europe will co-operate with other regions of INFORSE, including following the UN sustainable development after the WSSD in Johannesburg, global energy partnerships including the EU Energy Initiative for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development, Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition (JREC), Bonn International Conference on Renewable Energy 2004 and further development of the world Vision 2050 for phase out of fossil fuels and nuclear energy.

Expected output: Inputs to global energy partnerships including the EU Energy Initiative, to JREC, and to the Bonn 2004 Conference, NGO participation in the Bonn 2004 conference and relevant preparatory meetings, reports from these processes and events to NGOs via Sustainable Energy News, the website, and email. Further development of the world vision 2050, taking the European and national visions into a global perspective.

COOPERATION WITH OTHER NETWORKS

Continue co-operation with Climate Network Europe

Participation in the World Renewable Energy Council (for a world organisation for renewable energy)

Educational activities shall be coordinated with organisations and networks with European activities in climate and energy in education. It will include coordination with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF), International Solar Energy Society's educational activities in Europe, and Eco-Schools.

Explore more general co-operation opportunities with International Solar Energy Society (ISES) and with the European Council for an Energy Efficient Economy  (ECEEE) to cooperate on this work programme or parts of it.

Expected output: included in other activities (the cooperation will strengthen a number of the network's activities)

SEMINARS

INFORSE endorses and will assist in fundraising for:

Seminar on sustainable energy for environment and social change in cooperation with environment and social organisations at Escanda in Spain

Seminar on international (South – North) cooperation on sustainable energy after the Bonn2004 International Renewable Energy Conference at Artefact, Germany

Seminar on policies and practice for sustainable energy at Green Action Zagreb's facilities at Solta, Croatia

Expected output: 2-3 seminars with 25-100 participants in each mostly from NGOs involved in energy & climate issues. This will strengthen the network's links to other networks and other stakeholders, and increase the capacity of the participants working for sustainable energy.

GENERAL MEETING

A General Meeting is planned immediately after the Bonn 2004 International Renewable Energy Conference, if there is sufficient interest of members to participate, otherwise as an email meeting. The meeting will be an opportunity to strengthen cooperation and setting priorities for the rest of the year as well as for 2005.

LOBBY ACTIVITIES

FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT IN EU

INFORSE-Europe shall continue to follow the development of EU’s energy and climate policies, including policies for the new EU countries, and will develop positions on relevant EU proposals in climate and energy. Update on the policies will be made regularly to the website (typically monthly updates), and in Sustainable Energy News. Positions and interventions will be made in cooperation with other organisations, when relevant. The policies that will be followed will include support for renewable energy and energy efficiency (ALTENER, SAVE, COOPENER etc.), energy market regulations, policies and directives on renewable energy in electricity, transport and heat, policies and directives on energy efficiency/energy performance in houses, energy services etc.; emissions trading, relevant structural funds, cooperation with Mediterranean countries, Eastern Europe and developing countries, including the EU Initiative on energy for poverty alleviation. 

As part of this will be collection and dissemination of information on successful national implementation of measures supporting legislation for sustainable development in energy.

As part of the activities will be organised 1-2 seminars on European sustainable energy policy in Brussels, in cooperation with other, relevant organisations.

A special emphasis will be on structural and cohesion funds that will be available in the new EU countries from 2004 The primary activity will be to support information exchange on structural funds and how sustainable energy projects and sustainable energy support structures can benefit from the funds. There are several other topics that have to be addressed to realize a sustainable use of these funds, and where NGO involvement in the discussions can be important, in Brussels as well as in the EU countries.

Expected output: Inputs to all relevant EU energy & climate policies with positions of INFORSE-Europe members; reports from the policy processes to NGOs via Sustainable Energy News, wesbsite, and email; collection and publishing of successful implementation of recent EU policies for sustainable energy at the website and in Sustainable Energy News; policy inputs for a sustainable use of structural funds in the new (candidate) EU countries in 2-3 countries; 1-2 European policy seminars with 25-50 participants in each, mainly NGO representatives.

EUROPEAN ECO-FORUM / Pan-European Energy Efficiency

INFORSE-Europe shall continue to co-ordinate the ECO-Forum working group on energy & climate, in co-operation with Climate Network Europe. Emphasis shall be on proposals for co-operation on sustainable energy, and for integrating sustainable energy in Pan-European policy issues.

Expected output:

Participation in relevant parts of the ongoing processes of Environment for Europe, UN-ECE Environment and Sustainable Energy Committees, European Energy Charter, inputs form NGOs to these processes, reports form the processes in Sustainable Energy, website and emails.

ANNEX to INFORSE-Europe Work Programme 2004

Energy & Climate Education in Schools – Work plan for INFORSE-Europe activities 2004

Agreed after email consultation among INFORSE members, October 31, 2003

Aim

Strengthen NGOs working on environmental education on energy and climate by sharing best practice and resources in EU 15 and candidate countries, to pilot and monitor the uptake of climate and sustainable energy education materials in schools and educational establishments, with particular reference to sustainable energy use and the impact of energy use on the environment and health.

Objectives

· To collate a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy from members of the INFORSE network and to pilot the use of this within schools

· To exchange experience and environmental education resources among EU 15 and candidate countries, and addressing the cross-cultural barriers of doing this.

· To further develop relevant environmental education material for use in different school systems with different budgets and different curriculum, e.g. mobile units, IT educational material and low cost working models demonstrating renewable energy and climate change; and pilot their use within schools.

Implementation

The programme will be co-ordinated through the INFORSE – Europe Secretariat with the West Wales ECO Centre (INFORSE member) as the main executive organisation responsible for day-to-day work. It will involve organisations from at least 6 countries including Earth Friends, Galaci, Romania; Polish Ecological Club (represented by the Katowice branch); Danish Organisation for Renewable Energy; and West Wales ECO Centre.

Activities will be coordinated with environmental education networks with activities in climate and energy and with other organisations with European network activities in the field. The aims of the coordination will be to strengthen each other's activities, avoid duplication, and increase the combined outreach of the activities. It will include coordination with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF), International Solar Energy Society's educational activities in Europe, and Eco-Schools. Coordination is preliminarily agreed with ESEEF.

Activities

· Develop and improve energy and climate change based educational activities that can be included in a number of classes including Mathematics (e.g. calculating energy & waste use, graphs illustrating resource use etc.); Art – posters; Geography and Science. The activities shall link into the national curriculum in a number of countries, covering the relevant parts.

· Promote successful elements of schemes in which member organisations are involved e.g. Sustainable Schools Award and Green Schools in parts of the UK, School Energy Forum in Denmark. They will be promoted via the INFORSE-Europe- network and via the website described below.

· Explore the use of mobile materials for climate and sustainable energy demonstration days etc. from extended poster exhibitions to complete mobile visitor centres, illustrating issues such as: 

· demand for resources, 

· the problems arising from climate change and depletion of non-renewable energy sources, 

· consequence of societies reliance on fossil fuels, 

· renewable resources available to us, 

· how our daily lives can be fully supported with renewable resources without ruining our environment.

· Explore the use of computer-based teaching materials on climate and energy, showing how IT can be used in this field to assist in classrooms. An overview will be made of existing and upcoming material that exploit the potential offered by current technologies

· Explore the use of demonstration models, both models made by pupils during classes and models made in advance, to help explain the issues of climate change; what solutions could be and how they work; 

· Organise a face-to-face meeting of INFORSE-Europe organisations involved in climate and energy education from at least 5 countries. Opportunities will be explored also to use this meeting for coordination with other networks.

· Create a new educational section of the INFORSE-Europe website as a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy. Material developed will be available via this website. It will include presentations for various age groups, both static and interactive, and will show how traditional subjects in schools can be used to demonstrate energy issues. It will also feature links to other web-resources, including the websites of ESEEF and of other relevant networks.

· Present case studies of successful use of the materials for inspiration of NGOs and teachers. These will be developed and published to the INFORSE-Europe website and relevant members site.

· Present the materials and activates at relevant occasions including at the EU Green Week 2004 together with other INFORSE-Europe material developed like the DIERET (online education in postgraduate level) the Vision2050.
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