A short overview of the outcome of the Renewables2004 and a few NGO comments to it. More information on the follow-up in Sustainable Energy News August-September.
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INFORSE WELCOMES THE OUTCOME OF THE BONN “RENEWABLES2004” CONFERENCE, BUT INSISTS THAT COUNTRIES MUST STRIVE HARDER TO REACH SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN ENERGY.

The 'Renewables2004' was the largest conference ever for renewable energy with 154 countries present, 130 ministers and over 3.500 participants. With a 4-day plenary and hundreds of side-events and exhibitions, it was a step forward for renewable energy in many ways.

OFFICIAL OUTCOME

The official outcome of the Renewables2004 Conference was a political declaration adobted by the 154 countries, policy recommandations and an international action programme. They are all online at www.renewables2004.de.

The political declaration has a number of good points, such as underlining the need to remove barriers for renewable energy and internalising environmental costs in energy prices. It also states that World Bank and other development banks should significantly expand their investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency. Further, the countries agreed to work within a \'global policy network\', and to take renewable energy to the meetings in the UN Committee on Sustainable Development (CSD) that will focus on energy 2006 and 2007.

The declaration does not include targets, neither for renewable energy nor for lending or assistance to developing countries. The countries only 'took note' of the fact that some countries have national targets ('take note' is the lowest-ranking positive phrase in diplomatic terms). 

Neither the declaration nor the conference initiated a new international organisation for renewable energy, but it was supported in several side-events.

Regarding poverty reduction, the countries reaffirm the Millenium Development Goals and find that up to 1 billion people could get access to energy via renewables; but it is not agreed as a target. The ways to reach this should be market development and financing as well as initiatives in the 'International Action Programme'.

The 'Policy Recommandations for Renewable Energy' is a 19-page paper that the countries 'took note of with appreciation' (second-lowest positive phrase in diplomatic terms). It contains recommandations for how to make the market and finance work for renewable energy, and about the roles of governments, intergovernmental organisations and other stakeholders. It urges the UN system to clearly define roles for renewable energy, WTO to promote renewables, and development banks and development cooperation to increase funding for renewable energy. It also recommends, in general, to strengthen cooperation for renewable energy development.

The International Action Programme is a catalogue of more than 150 national and international activities to support renewable energy. Many of the activities are small (such as a Danish-German cooperation on environmental impact assessment of off-shore windparks), while some are larger, such as the World Banks pledge to increase the renewable energy lending with 20%. Probably most outstanding was the Chinese goal of expanding renewable energy to 10% by 2010 and the Philippine goal of doubling renewable energy use by 2013.

NGO ACTIVITIES

NGOs followed the conference, mainly via the CURES network (Citizens United for Renewable Energy) and organised a large number of side-events. INFORSE-Europe presented a new version of the Vision2050 for EU-15, and will develop this further (see www.inforse.org, to be updated 11.06.2004)

NGO COMMENTS IN SHORT

While NGOs in general were content with the push that the conference gave to renewable energy and sustainable development, many of the expectations were not met, and some felt it was a missed opportunity for more commitments for a faster development. A number of individual countries were prepared to go longer than the conference declaration expresses.

A number of developing-country NGOs, including INFORSE members, felt that the conference had less than expected focus on energy for rural development and poverty reduction. This was both in the conference and in the exhibitions. The risk is that the focus on large-scale implementation of renewable energy will outweigh locally based solutions. This is both regarding technologies, where central supply and PV tend to dominate over locally made renewable energy solutions, and in the implementation, where involvement of non-local companies increases the risk of lack of maintenance and follow-up, leading to short lifetime of the solutions. NGOs must critically follow these issues.

CURES CONTINUES

INFORSE will continue to participate in CURES. CURES will follow the outcome of 'Renewables2004' and will follow the negotiations to CSD in 2006 and 2007. CURES will not be a new network like INFORSE, but will have its emphasis on broad NGO involvement in the outcome of 'Renewables2004'. In the new CURES coordination group will be representatives of INFORSE as a global network. In addition, several regional CURES coordinators are from INFORSE member organisations:

From South Asia: Raymond Myles, INFORSE South Asian Coordinator

From Africa: Claire Taylor, Earthlife Africa/INFORSE East African Coordination and Timothy Byakola CDI/INFORSE East African Coordination.

From Mediterranean: Vanya Walker (Malta), vice chair of Malta Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Association

From East Asia: Mika Ohbayashi, ISEP  Japan and INFORSE East Asian Coordinator

