INFORSE-Europe Work Programme 2006

Based on the Work Programme approved at the General Meeting 17/9 2005.

NETWORK ACTIVITIES

inforse-europe website

The INFORSE-Europe website will be updated regularly, and will include updated information on the network, members, activities and important links. 

The website will feature the activities of the network and give background information. This will include: information on and comments to EU policy, regularly updated and specially highlighted on a Press Release section and the EU Policy section; new issues of Sustainable Energy News; update of the educational resources; Online database; update on the Vision 2050, Call for INORSE-Europe events, and Seminar Proceedings. 

The website will be improved with its own domain, if the main  "eu" domain becomes available at reasonable costs (domain to be "www.inforse.eu").

Members will be asked regularly to provide inputs and links for the website. Those that do have a website will be asked to put a link to the INFORSE site on their websites.

Members without a website can be offered a simple a presentation on a dedicated page on the website.

Responsible: OVE, work: half month
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY NEWS

Publish Quarterly Journal: Sustainable Energy News. In 2006, 4 issues are planned in 12-16 pages. Between 1400 and 3000 paper copies of each edition will be printed. It will be sent to members, exchange and paying subscribers, and contacts depending on available funding. It is also distributed on conferences, seminars, where INFORSE-Europe is participating. In addition to these, emails are sent to all members and the 1700 contacts worldwide when the online versions are available on the internet.

At least two issues will include special themes such as “women and energy” and "visions for sustainable energy".  Before each issue, the members will be invited to provide news and write articles.

Responsible: OVE, work: four months

The CONTACT DATABASE 

The Contact List of 1000 organisations worldwide (more than 400 European) will continue be freely available online on the internet in a searchable way from the MySQL database.

Responsible: OVE, work 2 weeks

VISION 2050 & PLANNING MODELS FOR NGOs

- INFORSE-Europe will continue to provide assistance to interested members on how to make national and local sustainable energy plans, following the Vision2050 framework. The INFORSE’s Vision2050 includes an spreadsheet-based energy-balance model with graphical out put. The aim of the vision is a transition to 100% renewable energy supply within 50 years. 

The Visions2050 for EU-15 and EU-25 will be used for national and EU-level discussions on long-term sustainable development in energy and climate policy developments.  

It is expected that 2 national visions will be developed or substantially improved.

- NFORSE-Europe's guideline for estimating renewable energy potentials will be updated with a simple guideline for estimating potentials of renewable energy (including biofuels) for transportation.  The format will enable NGOs and local authorities to make own estimations of these potentials on local or national levels.

The information available on the website will be updated with the new examples, and additional information and examples will be available from the co-ordinators. 

Responsible: OVE and FAE, work: half month + volunteers
DIERET (Distance Internet Education on Renewable Energy Technologies)

This is a free internet-based course developed by INFORSE-Europe and INFORSE South Asia. The curriculum materials include more than 300 digital pages and more than 450 illustrations. The DIERET material will be substantially updated and the tests will be improved. Beside the current questionnaires, the new tests will include exercises in which students shall collect locally available information that can be used in planning sustainable energy solutions. 

Updated version of the material will be used for one round of the course in English, focussed on new persons (volunteers/members) in INFORSE-Europe.  Western European members will be able to use the material for national courses and sell the CD in ways that can generate some income to the network.

Responsible: FAE, Emil Bedi, work: two months

SCHOOL RESOURCES

The network's activities to strengthen NGOs working on environmental education on energy and climate will be continued. The INFORSE-Europe’s ‘Energy & Climate Schools Resources’ compiled a variety of international climate change and environmental education materials in 2004-05. The materials include: games (online and board), guidelines for at-home experiments, teaching resources and examples of project successes. These are drawn from Spain, Poland, Denmark, Hungary, UK, Malta, Ireland and France, among others. Each resource carries an English description, a link or contact information and an age group identification. This resources compiled gives an overview of these available teaching materials with which teachers and NGOs can enrich their curricula in the areas of energy and environment.

In 2006, the focus will be to share best practices and resources in EU-25 and candidate countries, and to pilot and monitor the uptake of climate and sustainable energy education materials in schools and educational establishments. INFORSE-Europe will raise the attention to the members to use this unique resource complied, and ask them to further contribute with materials. Cooperation with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF) and International Solar Energy Society (ISES) related will continue and be enhanced.

Responsible: West Wales ECO Center, and OVE, work 2 month

TRAINING WITH FIELD TRIPS 

Trainings with cross-border field trips to relevant outstanding sustainable energy sites in cooperation with members will be organised as a new activity in 2006. The aim is to improve the visibility, and increase the information from existing, well-working sustainable energy solutions. The training will be available to groups via members and contacts. The major target will be to increase visibility across borders and to increase sharing of practical experience and knowledge among EU countries. This initiative will link groups who work with, or are interested in, renewable energy with locations where innovative and notable energy solutions are operating. During 2006, inventories and more detailed descriptions of relevant sustainable energy sites will be developed for one or two countries, and one or more tours will be organised.

Responsible: OVE, work: ½ month

COOPERATION WITH other inforse regions

INFORSE was established on the NGO Global Forum parallel to the UNCED meeting in 1992 in Rio. Since then, INFORSE achieved consultative status to the UN, and participated on relevant UN events.

INFORSE-Europe will co-operate with other regions of INFORSE, and will follow the UN Commission for Sustainable Development’s (CSD) sessions on energy 2006-2007, the EU Energy Initiative and other global energy partnerships, Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition, follow-up of Bonn International Conference on Renewable Energy and further development of the World Vision 2050 for phase out of fossil fuels and nuclear energy.

Cooperation for capacity building with INFORSE South Asia will be continued; this activity is carried out as cooperation between INFORSE members and does not involve INFORSE-Europe economically.

Responsible: mainly OVE, work:  only voluntary work/in-kind allocated to this activity
COOPERATION WITH OTHER NETWORKS

INFORSE-Europe will continue cooperation with other NGO networks such as Climate Action Network-Europe, WWF-Europe, the World Information Service on Energy (WISE), World Renewable Energy Council, the European Forum for Renewable Energy Sources (EUFORES). Cooperation will be increased with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF) on European policy and related issues. Joint activities include sharing knowledge, contributing to publications and participating on seminars. INFORSE-Europe serves as one of the Coordinators of the Citizens United for Renewable Energy and Sustainability network (CURES) and coordinates the European ECO-Forum Working Group on Energy & Climate.

In 2006, these activities will continue. In addition, on the educational field, the cooperation with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF) International Solar Energy Society (ISES), and Eco-schools will be further explored with a view towards developing common activities.

Explore more general co-operation opportunities with International Solar Energy Society (ISES) and other relevant organisations to cooperate on issues on this work programme.

Responsible: OVE and FAE, work: included in other activities. 

SEMINARS

EU Energy Policy NGO Seminars have been organised by INFORSE-Europe in Brussels since 2002.

In  2006, INFORSE-Europe will co-organise a EU Energy Policy NGO Seminar in Brussels in cooperation with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF), European Forum for Renewables (EUFORES), and possibly with others. In addition, a roundtable for NGOs and industries working for sustainable energy will be organised.

European Sustainable Energy NGO Seminars have been organised by INFORSE-Europe since 1992.

In 2006, INFORSE-Europe will co-organise a European Sustainable Energy Seminar at "Solar Academy" at Solta together with the member Green Action Zagreb, if sufficient funding can be raised for this. Preferably the seminar will be end of August - beginning of September.

INFORSE-Europe will also co-organise events as invited to by the members. This will include a seminar on sustainable energy for South Eastern Europe, to be organised by the members Green Action Zagreb and ProAktiva.

Responsible: OVE and FAE, work: one half month. For seminars initiated by members, the host organisations will have primary responsibility.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

INFORSE-Europe will cooperate with members and other NGOs to strengthen their capacity, in particular with knowledge about sustainable energy and carrying out campaigns and other activities for sustainable energy. This will include activities proposed by the workshops during the European Sustainable Energy Seminar in 2005 September 12-17, Romania.

This can include activities that will be run by special projects, not included in the general budget.

FOLLOW EU POLICY

INFORSE-Europe follows the development of EU energy and climate policies, including policies for the new EU countries, and establishes positions on EU proposals on climate and energy. The positions will be sent to European Commission, in particular for its public consultations, as well as to the European Parliament and other relevant entities. Updates on these policies are regularly posted on the website (monthly or bimonthly), as well as in the publication Sustainable Energy News.  Positions and interventions are often made in cooperation with other organisations.

In 2006, policies to be followed include: support for renewable energy and energy efficiency (such as Intelligent Energy for Europe), energy market regulations, policies and directives on renewable energy in electricity, transport and heat, policies and directives on energy efficiency/energy performance in houses, energy services, emissions trading, relevant structural funds, the EU new neighbourhood policy and the EU Energy Initiative for poverty alleviation and Sustainable Development.

Throughout 2006, INFORSE-Europe will collect and disseminate information on successful measures that have supported national implementation of EU regulation for sustainable energy development.

As a new activity, INFORSE-Europe will, in cooperation with relevant partners, analyse and communicate publicly information about subsidies and other public support for energy, sustainable energy as well as fossil and nuclear energies in EU.

INFORSE-Europe sends press releases to relevant media to increase public awareness of EU policy developments and the network’s positions on these developments. We plan to continue this activity in 2006 as applicable.

To discuss EU policies, the network will organise one or more seminars on European sustainable energy policy (mentioned at SEMINARS above). One seminar will be in Brussels.

- STRUCTURAL AND COHESION FUNDS

A special emphasis on EU structural and cohesion funds will be made in the new EU countries. The structural funds (SF) appear to be the most promising source of financing of development projects in new EU member states, with 30 billion EUR allocated for the new members through the year 2006.

The renewable energy (RE) projects realised on local level could be one of the best options how to effectively used the funds. Unfortunately, basic information on utilisation of SF for RE on local level (municipalities) is missing. NGOs could fill this gap. The work will consist of:

· Evaluation of national policies related to utilisation of EU structural funds (program documents, operational plans) for the renewables in selected EU member states. This will include evaluation of selected projects started 2004 and 2005 as well barriers. It will lead to recommendations for coming SF programs. 

· Expansion and improvement of the database of RE projects funded by SF.

· Lobbying governments to improve national programming documents in the next financial round starting in 2006 in order to put more emphasis on RE (ensure eligibility).

Responsible for EU policy activities: OVE and FAE, work: three months
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