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Representatives of 60 international, European and national environmental citizens organizations (ECOs) from 28 countries met under the auspices of the European ECO–Forum in Bratislava, 7–9 December 2002, to discuss their demands and proposals to the Governments of the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UN–ECE) in the run–up to the 5 th Pan–European Environmental Ministers Conference, “Environment for Europe”,21–23 May 2003. We agreed on the following declaration.(only energy parts included in this file, see ful declaration at www.eco-forum.org)
9. TOWARDS MORE SUSTAINABLE AINABLE ENERGY STRUCTURES FOR EUROPE ENERGY

The extraction, conversion and use of energy is causing a number of environmental problems.

European countries are major contributors to these environmental problems, including climate

change. Without adequate actions to reduce the environmental effects from energy, Kyiv”03

cannot be regarded as a success.

In 1998 in Aarhus, the environment ministers decided to promote the removal or reduction of

environmentally harmful energy price subsidies by 2005 and to increasingly internalise external costs. This raised the expectation of substantial changes in all countries. Unfortunately the activities to implement these decisions on a Pan–European level have been minimal. Therefore we propose that the ministers in Kyiv in 2003:

• make a country–by–country evaluation of the progress since 1998 in phasing out environmental harmful energy subsidies,

• start a common process to oversee the continued phase out of environmental harmful

subsidies until 2005,

• adopt common guidelines for reforming energy subsidies.

In 1998 the ministers also welcomed Pan–European Guidelines on Energy Efficiency, including proposals for energy efficiency labelling and initiatives for efficient district heating. These valuable proposals have not been implemented on a Pan–European level, and thus we propose that the ministers:

• strengthen co–operation on Pan–European standards and labelling schemes for energy

efficiency,

• Initiate joint activities / co–operation on sustainable heating supply, in particular by

changing current unsustainable heating supply in CEE/EECCA to more efficient supply

based on renewable energy and co–generation of heat and power.

The decision to ask international finance institutions (IFIs) to make energy efficiency a priority

in their operations did not lead to improvements in IFI lending policy. Thus, we call on the

ministers to:

• ask their governments to instruct the IFIs to phase out investments in fossil fuel and

nuclear, and redirect these funds to energy efficiency and renewable energy.

The liberalisation of energy markets throughout Europe can improve the opportunities for

cleaner energy and more efficient energy supply and use. However, more than ten years of

experience shows that such market changes only benefit the environment if environmental

concerns are well integrated in the processes. Thus, we call for environmental ministers to:

• be involved in the restructuring of energy markets to ensure that environmental concerns

are well integrated,

• help to create an enabling environment for energy efficiency and renewable energy, e.g.

through pricing policies, and the use of public service obligations,

• require common standards for all electricity suppliers that deliver to a common market,

irrespective of their location, to avoid environmental dumping.

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg it was not possible to agree a global target for renewable energy, in spite of strong support from the European countries. Thus it is proposed that the ministers agree, in co–operation with their energy ministers, on:

• Pan–European targets for renewable energy for 2010 and 2015,

• specific renewable energy targets for each country in line with the Pan–European targets.

We also call upon the ministers to improve the implementation of the Pan–European Strategy to Phase–Out Leaded Petrol.

10. PHASE–OUT NUCLEAR POWER 

Governments should agree a phase–out strategy for nuclear energy and a time frame for its

implementation. As a first step, the Lucerne, Sofia and Aarhus agreements to decommission the most dangerous nuclear plants must be implemented, including in the Eastern European, Caucasian and Central Asian countries (EECCA). We call for the following key elements of the phase–out strategy, including:

• a ban on new nuclear power installations and phase–out of existing nuclear installations.

An international Agency should be set up to facilitate the closing down of such installa-

tions throughout Europe;

• no funding for commissioning of new nuclear power capacity, from EBRD, from

Euratom, or from other public sources;

• no export of nuclear waste, including spent fuel, to CEE and EECCA countries;

• the establishment of international decommissioning support funds for the highest risk

reactors in Armenia and Russia as is done for EU Accession countries;

• minimising the transport of radio–active waste;

• phasing out reprocessing;

• storing spent fuel at the site of the nuclear power plants until safe solutions have been

found for final storage of the waste.

