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Europe: INFORSE-Europe Activities

European Seminar 
October 1-5, 2007
Energy Academy,
Samsø Island, Denmark

The Seminar took place at the new En-
ergy Academy on Samsø Island, a Danish 
island, which was selected by the Danish 
Government as a demonstration case for 
a community to be supplied with 100% 
renewable energy. 

The 40 attendees represented 26 organi-
zations from 18 European countries.
The seminar dealt with such issues as:

How to turn EU to sustainable energy, 
using and improving the new EU energy 
policies.
NGO activities to raise awareness on 
sustainable-energy issues politically 
and publicly, as well as in education.
Visions of sustainable national and EU 
energy futures.
Discussions of present and future NGO 
cooperation in Europe.

Concurrently, workshops addressed the 
various issues, and a tour was provided 
of Samsø Island renewable-energy instal-
lations. 
The seminar also included the celebrations 
of the 15-year anniversary of INFORSE, 
the 10-year anniversary of the renewable-
energy island, and the INFORSE-Europe 
General Meeting.
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At this year’s general meet-
ing, policies and activities 
were discussed, including 
agreement to a moratorium on 
biofuel (agrofuel) support. 

In the election of coordina-
tors and board of INFORSE-
Europe, Emil Bedi (FAE, 
Slovakia) and Gunnar Boye 
Olesen (OVE, Denmark) were re-elected 
as coordinators. For the board, Pete West 
(SWEA, UK); Ursel Beckmann and An-
drei Konechenkov (REA, Ukraine); and 
Ion Zamfir (PP, Romania) were re-elected, 
while Cecile Godinho (Almargem, Portu-
gal) was elected as a new member. Two 
alternates were elected: Sergio Oceransky 
(Folkecenter, Denmark) and Poul Allen 
(CAT, UK).

When ministers from the Pan-European 
region met October 10-12, 2007, energy 
was often mentioned.  Departing from 
their previous practice, however, energy 
was not a major topic. The main topics 
were environmental education and the 
Aarhus Convention on rights to environ-
mental information. 

On energy, the ministers recognised 
the need to integrate further provisions 
addressing climate change into other poli-
cies.  They called for further efforts to im-
prove energy efficiency to meet environ-
mental and sustainable energy objectives. 
INFORSE-Europe presented an exhibition 
during the conference, SPARE was also 
active in side-events on environmental 
education.  Gunnar Boye Olesen from 
INFORSE-Europe addressed the ministers 
on the topic of environmental financing 
on behalf of the NGO network European 
Eco-Forum, of which INFORSE-Europe 
is a member.

News from the Eco-forum’s 
Energy & Climate Group
The Energy and Climate Group of the 
European Eco-Forum met at the end of the 
conference and decided to work further. 
The Group will focus on raising energy 
higher on the Pan-European agenda.  It 
will also exchange information about 
NGO activities on energy in Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia. A 
new email list is in place for the group, 
and Yusup Kamalov has replaced Gunnar 
Boye Olesen as coordinator. The group is 
open to European NGOs.

See also http://www.inforse.org/europe/
ecoforum.htm .

INFORSE-Europe General Meeting,
October 3, 2007 

Pan-European Environmental Ministers’ Meeting in Belgrade, 
and Energy

Side-event of SPARE, and  the INFORSE-Europe 
exhibition together with SPARE.

The elected board and coordinators: (from left 
to right) Poul Allen, Pete West, Ion Zamfir, Ursel 
Beckmann, Cecile Godinho, Sergio Oceransky, 
Emil Bedi, and Gunnar Boye Olesen. Andrei 
Konechenkov is not on the photo.

INFORSE-Europe Seminar participants  
in front of the Energy Academy.




