Plants Transform CO2                                                Experiments with Energy 
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You need these things:





Do your own experiments and make observations:





Test tube


Corks


Aquarium plants


CO2-indicator (red)


Aluminium foil


Perhaps an overhead projector or 60W lamp





Background Information:








Do the experiments like this:





Humans, animals, factories and cars produce Carbon Dioxide (CO2). In this experiment you can investigate what uses and transforms CO2. It would be helpful to know something about energy consumption and photosynthesis.








Fill 3 test tubes ⅔ with red CO2 indicator.


Carefully expire some air into all three tubes by use of  a straw so that the same orange colour appears.


Put two small aquarium plants in two of the tubes.


Pack aluminium foil around one of these two tubes.


Put a cork in each of the three tubes.


Place the tubes under bright sunlight or light from a lamp.


Observe what happens in the tubes after ½-1 hour.


Note your findings in your folder.











How does cress grow when there is a lot of CO2 in the air?


What would happen if there were no cars?


What would be the consequences if the average temperature of the Earth rose by 2oC?


What do plants produce from CO2, water and energy from the sun?


Would it be an advantage to have 30-40% O2 in the air?











The Greenhouse Effect


