School Theme

Start in the Kindergarten

Afairy tale book, a board game, a big graph for the children, and a book for the grown:-
ups bring new ways of learning to Norwegian kindergartens.

What is the earliest age to start learning to be an environmentally conscious user
energy? This was one of the questions raised at the Conference in which the n
education network was established. A great example from Norway shows that kinde

garten is not too early to start energy education.

It all began back in
1991, when |
worked with
school children. In
1995, a group of
pre-school teach-
ers asked me to
help them teach
energy-conscious-
ness in the kinder-
gartens, because
they felt that start-
| ing with this edu-

i cation in the
Children Know Why . Since the start, about 500 kindergarteachools is far too late. | developed a set of

In a growing number of kindergartensteachers from all over Norway have taketools whereby the teachers can teach the chil-
the children help to read the electric metethe course and are using the methods, Afen. through their daily activities, how to be-
once a week and record the readings onmesent, about 3,000 copies of the garf@?™e more careful energy users.

big poster. The children now know whyand about 1000 Tale books have been dis- " h hor of th ‘ h
energy consumption needs to be reducedbuted. The concept is described in th&®" Hilmo. the author of the books and the
- s . ame, is senior advisor of the ICEE in Nor-

and how they can help through theimonthly periodicals published by the gov+ : : :

. S N " way. He holds a Ph.D. in Engineering.
behaviour in kindergarten and at home. liernment and distributed to all 6,200 kin-
addition to achieving actual results indergartens in Norway. The teachers caRor more information:
terms of reduced energy consumptionieceive the package, free of charge, froRer Hilmo, ICEE/Ofe AS, P.B.6734
the children also know that they are helpthe 20 Regional Energy and EnvironmenRodelgkka, 0503 Oslo, Norway.
ing to protect nature and the quality ofCenters. Many of the teachers take thBh: +47 22805000, fax: +47 22805050,
one-day course, which we arrange at ICEE-mail: perh@ofem.no.

By Per Hilmo, Information Centre for Energy Efficiency (ICEE), Norway

life on Earth.
|

The elements of the educational “package” to teach energy efficiency and the con-e TheNovel “Veronica’s Veracity”, for

nections to the environment for kindergarten children are the following: the teachers to read and be inspired in their
work. The novel describes the methods

and is used as a course textbook. The
story takes place in a kindergarten set-
ting, in which the relationship between
one’s own energy behaviour and the ef-
fects on the environment are discovered
gradually in a very read-able way. “

« Thel-Day Coursefor the kindergarten
teachers.

¢ AFairy-Tale Book about energy for the
children, with colourful illustrations. Fact
boxes provide the adult reader with infor
mation on the physical realities behind th
development related in the tale.

] Hc;]w Energus and Er;lergellh *eea,, il
Made Things Happen on the Eart ° ®oe, . .
: PrefaCe from ,l::::;:;,, .
e book: e
* A Board Gamecalled the Energy Game, . “Soc rates |
which works as an excellent starting poin 2 tells yg»
for a discussion of good and bad habit | «==* : “Th
of energy use and stimulates the compet | * wh € person .
tive instincts, making energy reduction :Wh 0 _ knowsg s
fun and positive. . W’.”a; IS good. .
og °
. Iea »and this I :
Rolling the dice : . ds to right tions * 'ght ins ght
. fs ' :
_— OCl’ates °
. ter Lo IS rj t .
. me:?t gglgk'”g in re QU,CZUr Shorts
o L o o ue t Manage.
S P « TheEnergy Monitoring Poster,to  « SOme claim ‘t)h’ac o] know’edgaoe,,
be used once every week through-. Place these at a race is takin
out the year, thereby not allowing this; globa| develo S, between alarmin
issue to be forgotten. The children® Semihation of krf]her; the dis ’
° ow d A

can then talk about how the weather h
and the activities that have takef 4 OpPe that an insight j N

place in the last week have had & are interrg Into ho
. . ° ren ated will | °
effect on the difference in the level of ¢ €eds-baseq 4 'ead ¢
energy use compared to that of the, .. .rgy resourceg » efficient Use
previous week. Ttreeeal,,., N
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