Is the Perception of Climate;
Change Gendered?

Report from workshops at COP-10 in

Buenos Aires.

Do women see both therisksand the so-
lutions to climate change in a different
way from men?

This was one of the issues debated by a
group of men and women from devel oped
and developing countries during a day of
side events on gender and climate change
at COP-10 in Buenos Aires. Although
hard and fast answersto this question are
difficult to establish —aswell asthe ques-
tion of whether any such differenceisthe
result of nature or nurture — a number of
ways in which women's attitudes tend to
be different from men’s could be ob-
served.

First, caseswere cited in which women
had a risk perception which seemed to
suggest that the threat was wider than the
singleevent. For example, in Bangladesh,
women linked the flood to difficultiesin
obtaining food and potable water, aswell
asto protecting their assets. Not for them
the abstract “big bang” view of the disas-
ter. Rather, they viewed thisextreme event
within the context of their chronic day-
to-day problems. Men in the same con-
text, on the other hand, tended to focus
on impacts on longer-term income and
food security.

Secondly, within the discussions that
took place, it was noticeable that many
women present had lessfaith that the glo-
bal and national solutions being proposed
inthe Kyoto processwould, ontheir own,
be sufficient. They looked in addition for
agrounded approach that would explore,
in a participatory way, local community
solutions, particularly those that involve
behavioural change and structural change
as well as technological innovation.

The doom scenarios which see envi-
ronmental collapse on every corner from
desertification through coastal erosion to
ecosystem collapse were discussed. Sev-
eral women professionals present, how-
ever, demonstrated optimism in their ar-
guments, based on recognition that life-
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styles could and would change, a view
which perhaps relates to an ideology of
thewomen’s movement, that the personal
isthe palitical. It isan optimism that rec-
ognisesthat people (individually, and then
collectively), rather than things, power
change.

Thelack of representation of women's
organisations in the whole Kyoto discus-
sion processis quite noticeable. But this
may reflect not so much alack of interest
by women asthese discussionsare so very
narrowly focused on technological and
market sol utions. Few women would deny
that technology and the market have an
important role to play in mitigating cli-
mate change, but many would like to see
abroader approach recognising that peo-
ple are at the centre.

There are of course many other issues
regarding gender and climate change
apart from differences in women's and
men’s perceptions of the problem.

Above all thereis a need for differ-
encesin gender to be picked up and high-
lighted in any tools and instruments used
to design and access interventions (both
mitigation and adaptation).

A detailed paper that makes recommen-
dations are available

- UNFCCC website, on the

- Gender and Climate Change website
WWW.gencc.interconnection.org, and

- LIFE/genanet website
www.genanet.de.

For more information please contact:
Ulrike Roehr, LIFE/WECF

e-mail: roehr @life-online.de,

and Phil O’ Keefe, ETC Foundation e-
mail: phil@etcuk.org.

Thisarticleis a follow-up on the
“Women and Energy” Themesin the
Sustainable Energy News issue Nr. 47,
December ‘04, & Nr. 32 in February ‘01.
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