.


INFORSE


International Network for Sustainable Energy


www.inforse.org


inforse@inforse.org


fax: +45 86 22 70 96





Profile


INFORSE is a worldwide network of 200 non-governmental organisations working in more than 60 countries to promote sustainable energy and social development.


NGOs established the network in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992 to secure follow-up on the political decisions at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED).


INFORSE acts as an independent initiator of programs and projects and is actively engaged in international awareness rising. INFORSE follows and influences sustainable energy issues in international negotiations.


INFORSE is organised around regional co-ordinators that work to facilitate co-operation among organisations within their respective regions and to develop regional action plans. The co-ordinators meet every second year to plan global activities.


The international INFORSE secretariat facilitates co-operation in the network and internationally for instance with the United Nations and the European Union.





Vision


A world where energy services, necessary for a just and human centred development, are provided in a sustainable way using renewable energy.





Mission


INFORSE members are dedicated to achieve:


- Poverty Reduction


- Equal access for all to energy services


- Improved basis for income generation through renewable energy solutions, particularly for the poor


- Increased efficiency and less pollution in utilisation of traditional fuels to reduce the drudgery of 


  women


- Environmental Protection


??- Reduction of pollution to environmentally sustainable levels. This includes the emission of


  greenhouse gases. Reduction should take place through increased efficiency of current conventional


  energy production, conversion, distribution and use; and through enhanced use of locally available


  renewable energy resources


??- Total phase-out of nuclear power.





Aims


INFORSE members have the following intermediate aims to fulfil the overall mission and vision of the network:


??- Awareness Rising and Advocacy


- Communicate experiences, know-how and visions of member organisations to the public, and to


  international decision makers with the clear intention of influencing national and global energy


  development.


- Promote greater participation among civil society organisations in the elaboration of energy strategies


  and policies and increase transparency in governmental and private energy activities.


- Influence international institutions to strengthen activities to further renewable energy in sustainable


  development and creation of an international institution for  renewable energy.


??





Capacity Building


- Enable politicians, government officials, NGOs, local communities and the business community to


  facilitate and utilise renewable energy options, in particular through local solutions.


- Ensure local capacity in management, operation and control of energy services to facilitate


  decentralisation of the energy sector.


??


Institutional Reform


- Refom the regulatory framework and market conditions to ensure a level playing field for renewable


  energy options.


- Integration of social and environmental costs in prices of energy services.


- Mobilise investment via innovative funding arrangements.


??


Research and Development


- Redirect energy-related research and development towards renewable energy technology and upgrade


   traditional technology, knowledge and skills.


- Enhance transfer and development of technology in development co-operation and programmes.





Networking as a tool


Networking is a process rather than a rigid structure. The members work to achieve in common what would otherwise have been impossible for the individual organization to reach in terms of financing, political influence and capacity. This is particularly true of the NGOs in the South, where a considerable - and often under-used capacity has been build up. The more the members engage in the network by sharing information and work together, the more the individual organisation benefit from the network and the more effective is the network.





The INFORSE Secretariat


The INFORSE network is supported by a Secretariat which coordinates activities, maintains the web site, publish the Sustainable Energy News and the annually updated Contact List. The Secretariat is hosted by INFORSE-Europe / OVE. (E-mail: inforse@inforse.org)





???Newsletter, Contact List


INFORSE publishes the quarterly newsletter 'Sustainable Energy News'.


Included in the newsletter is the useful 'Sustainable Energy Contact List’ of 800 organisation working on the field of sustainable energy.


Annual subscription to 'Sustainable Energy News' is USD 25.


Subscription is free of charge for INFORSE members.


If you wish to subscribe please see information at the homepage at :


http://www.inforse.org/s_e_news_subscribe.php3 at or contact the Secretariat.


You are also welcome to send article to Sustainable Energy News.





INFORSE Membership


Membership is open only to independent non-profit organisations supporting the INFORSE vision and mission. Core members have the right to vote at regional meetings.


Memberships are free of charge and due to approval by the Regional Coordinator.


If your organisation wishes to become a member, please contact the


INFORSE Secretariat or your Regional Co-ordinator. 





The addresses of the Secretariat, the Regional Co-ordinators and the Membership Application Form 


are available at the INFORSE homepage: www.inforse.org as this document.


