REPORT BACK ON SA GOVERNMENT renewables2004 PREP MEETING

The Department of Minerals and Energy in South Africa held a workshop on 29 March 2004 in preparation for renewables2004.  The aim of the workshop was to assist government in drawing up a position paper for renewables2004.  Workshop participants divided into two groups, and made the following suggestions:

Group 1

 

In order to facilitate an enabling political framework to promote renewable energy (RE):

1. Government should adopt differentiated targets for the different renewable energy sources and the working group urges national government to commit to the following (voluntary targets):
· 20% electricity of electricity generation from new renewables by 2020;
· Half a square meter per person of solar panels by 2015 (or round it down to 20 million square meters);
· A distinct target to be developed for bio-fuels production through sustainable, low in-put / labour-intensive agriculture (no figure at this time as there is uncertainty as to the volume that can be sustainably produced
)

2. National government should commit to develop and adopt (the Bonn position to include a dead-line for implementation) regulations that require parastatal entities (including the IDC, Eskom, CEF, NEDC, NERI, NRF and SAPURAB) and government departments, particularly the Department of Public Enterprises, to publicly report on their energy-related spending with a breakdown according to technology and energy source, including project development and R&D expenditure, in a user-friendly format to allow for an informed public; this reporting also to reflect where money is spent and where contracted expertise is based. This reporting should also cover donor funding, including spending related to energy and climate, such as research initiated by DEAT under the US/SA bilateral initiative. Enabling clauses for this regulation should be included in the Energy Bill.
3. All South African authorities should call on the DBSA to undertake similar reporting and to adopt targets for a growing share of energy finance to be directed to renewable energy and efficiency.
4. National government should commit to the implementation of the White Paper for Energy Policy in South Africa, particularly the provision that there should be equitable spending on various energy technologies.
5. Local governments to commit to developing cities' energy strategies, with quantified targets for renewable energy and efficiency (including energy conservation); these strategies to include implementation of SWH on all new local authority building and facilities and a retrofit programme for existing buildings.
 Development of energy strategies should include needs and options assessments of community energy service needs, which should also be used as an opportunity for raising awareness and developing popular understanding of all options and their impacts, and implications of various options.

6. A National Energy Stakeholder Forum/Committee should be established as a statutory body (including provisions to pay costs of participation), to provide input to and oversight of energy-related public processes – most particularly Integrated Energy Planning; the body should also be empowered to advise the National Energy Regulator / NERA and to monitor implementation of policy, including commitments made at ‘Bonn renewables 2004’. This body should be established by means of the Energy Bill currently in development.
In order to build capacity:

1. National government should commit to supporting local governments in the development of City Energy Strategies, including resourcing a capacity building process that draws on capacity in the local governments that have taken the lead.

2. All parties to the conference should work to enable and ensure that

· there is sharing at a local government level of success stories and experiences; 

· there is a nationally coordinated strategy on R&D on energy and related issues; 

· transparency of industry expenditure on R&D and energy projects;
· broad understanding of how the NRF mandated their brief is developed;
· public and balanced stakeholder input into the work of the NERI;
· there is public awareness and education to address negative perceptions of energy options that derive from misinformation or lack of information, including ignorance of the impacts and consequences of various energy and energy development choices
· there is popular awareness of the benefits of new renewable energy options, as highlighted in the African ministers’ declaration of November 2003 (Nairobi) and in the CURES declaration: ‘The Future is Renewable’
3. Private sector participants should commit to developing local knowledge, skills and manufacturing of renewable energy technologies and should receive financial support in this endeavour, commensurate with the national social and environmental benefits that derive therefrom.


Group 2 

Overall, the South African government must take cognisance of the CURES Declaration, particularly the actions listed for national and local governments on pages 12 and 13.

Further, 

In order to facilitate an enabling political framework to promote renewable energy (RE), the South African government must:

1. Set a target of 20% RE by 2020, recognising that this includes 

· different targets for different energy sources

· clear phase-out targets of conventional energy sources

2. Develop a practical strategy to implement the:

· White Paper on Energy (1998)

· White Paper on Renewable Energy (2003)

Including clarity on the roles and responsibilities of government stakeholders such as national and local government and Eskom.

3. Take cognisance of the city energy strategies conference declaration, particularly the targets that were set. 

4. Consult with and include civil society in developing and implementing RE and energy efficiency (EE) policies and strategies

5. Take a leading role in promoting RE in SADC, including promoting a regional needs and options analysis

6. Take a policy position in which government does not support nuclear energy at the expense of RE

In order to increase public and private financing for RE, the South African government must:

1. Recognise the employment potential of RE when funding/ supporting RE projects, so emphasising decentralised approaches

2. Recognise the importance of consumer financing, in which both the private and public sector are responsible

3. Ensure that Eskom and IDC (as parastatals) are transparent and accountable about how money is spent on research and design

4. Support blend financing for RE projects – i.e. a mix of funding

5. Support existing protocols (e.g. SADC and NEPAD) and develop new protocols in support of RE and EE

6. Establish clear regulations/ standards (nationally and locally) that support the development of RE markets (e.g. feed in tariffs and SWH) to encourage investment

7. Provide finance from RE programmes from sustainable sources e.g. pollution taxes

8. Ensure that comprehensive EIA’s are undertaken before RE projects are financed

Resolutions of an African civil society Preparatory Meeting for Bonn renewables 2004:





The meeting unanimously endorsed the CURES Declaration, recognising that all parties attending are now members of the CURES coalition. 





Three additional resolutions were made to the CURES Declaration, in which this, an African Bonn prep meeting calls for:


A Renewable Energy Agency under the African Union, with a multi-stakeholder steering committee and public participation.


An International Fund and Institution to


Draw revenue from mechanisms such as pollution charges/taxes;


Develop financing mechanisms for project finance, skills and technology development including retraining.


Establish an institutional home, which will be a new entity that will initially not be a UN agency


The African ministerial statement (developed in Nairobi) to be revised to emphasize the importance of new and ambitious renewable energy targets and to urge African ministers to take into account the CURES Declaration and the outcomes of this, an African preparatory meeting. 











Footnotes: elaboration by a single member of the working group (SECCP)


 � The government commitment would be to adopting a target within a specified period, with the primary objective of empowering communities and providing a fuel for rural, de-centralised use, i.e. for household energy services and productivity; based on recognition that industrialised agriculture for fuel production for purely commercial purposes will not be sustainable in many parts of the country. (elaboration by single member of the group).


� Strategies should ensure that any electric back-up of SWH is controlled by a timer, to ensure that it is only activated during night-time periods of lowest energy demand (thus making ripple control redundant).





