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"As the international climate negotiations are moving at a slow pace, developing countries are creating new
policies to deal with climate change; a new report by a coalition of NGOs demonstrates that civil society is
critical to policy processes that aim to tackle climate change and protect the poorest and most vulnerable
communities from its impacts.”

"Civil society plays key roles in pushing for new laws, programmes, policies or strategies on climate change, in
holding governments to account on their commitments; in identifying the lack of joined-up government
responses to climate change; and in ensuring that national policy making does not forget the poor and
vulnerable.”

These are some of the findings of a report launched today at the UN climate talks in Bonn by a coalition of
more than 20 civil society networks in developing countries, including INFORSE, with support from the
International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and CARE through the Climate Capacity
Consortium.

The report - "Southern voices on climate policy choices: civil society advocacy on climate change-provides an
analysis of the tools and tactics advocacy groups use to influence policy responses to climate change."

The report highlights the importance to civil society networks of engaging with the media to reach the general
public and key decision-makers, and of having good relations with governments to influence policy making and
planning.

The report also describes how civil society advocacy efforts have influenced international processes, donors
and multilateral organisations such as the World Bank, and in some cases the private sector.

The report also describes some of the challenges experienced by these coalitions. Many acknowledge that they
lack the skills and resources they need to meet their advocacy objectives. And where relations between
government and civil society are weak, civil society involvement in key policy making arenas has not been
adequate.

The report includes contributions from more than 20 climate networks and their member organisations in
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific. The networks work together in the Southern Voices on Climate
Change programme, which is funded by the Government of Denmark through the Climate Capacity
Consortium, where Danish SustainableEnergy is participating to support INFORSE activities in Africa and
South Asia

The report was launched at a press conference at 11.00am on Monday 21 May at the intergovernmental
negotiations under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. The is available online at
http://pubs.iied.org/1003211ED.html. Project’s web site: http://www.climatecapacity.org/

Contacts for interviews (in Bonn): Peter With, CARE Denmark: pwith@care.dk +45 53 7272 40
Saleemul Hug, IIED: Saleemul.hug@iied.org +44 (0)7731 860103

Contacts for interviews (not in Bonn):

Gunnar Boye Olesen, INFORSE: ove@inforse.org, ph +45-86227000,

Hannah Reid, IIED: hannah.reid@iied.org +54 9 299 4533438 (Based in Argentina)

Nguyen Thi Yen, Climate Change Working Group in Vietnam; yen.nt@care.org.vn , +84 986725508

Shepard Zvigadza, ZERO Regional Environment Organisation, Climate Change Working Group-Zimbabwe; szvigadza@gmail.com;
Mobile: +263772347769, Office+263-4-706998 or 734027-30

Md. Golam Rabbani, Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies, golam.rabbani@bcas.net Cell: +8801713248362

Gifty Ampomah, ENDA - Energy, Environment and Development, Senegal, giftyampomah@gmail.com Cell: +221 77 228 7085.
Maria Isabel Olazabal, IBIS Central America, Guatemala, io@ibisca.org, + 502 57609807

More on INFORSE: INFORSE-Asia: http://www.inforse.org/asia , INFORSE-Africa: http://www.inforse.org/africa




