INFORSE-Europe Activities 2006

Report by the coordinators to the board, 24/2 2007

NETWORK ACTIVITIES

inforse-europe website

The INFORSE-Europe website was updated regularly, including information on activities, members, EU policy and important links, featuring the activities of the network and giving background information. This included information on and comments to EU policy.

Members were asked regularly to provide inputs and links for the website. This was mainly used to ask for educational material that was included in the online database “Energy & Climate School Resources”. Those that do have a website were asked to put a link to the INFORSE site on their websites. Members without a website were offered a presentation on a dedicated page on the website. This was used by IAE-BD from Belarus and FAE from Slovakia.

Compared with the work programme, the website was developed as planned. The site was updated about 30 times, in particular to update the EU policy pages (to include new developments and to improve the structure), to expand the education resources, and to give news on seminars etc.

The website was not expanded to the ",eu" domain because the inforse.eu domaine was reserved by other users before it was possible to reserve it. Instead the domains inforse.net, inforse.info, and inforse.biz were reserved and will be used to point to inforse.org.

The website had about 7,000 unique users every month during 2006, and remains a very important contact point for dissemination of information from INFORSE.

Compared with the work programme the website was developed as planned.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY NEWS AND CONTACT LIST

In 2006, four issues of Sustainable Energy News were published, all with news from INFORSE-Europe activities, EU-policy on energy & climate, global sustainable energy policy, events and publications. There were two special themes, respectively on  “Women and energy” and on "visions for sustainable energy". 

The four 12-page issues of Sustainable Energy News published in 2006 were: (No 52: 1,700 copies, No 53: 1,600 copies, No 54. 2,000 copies, No. 55: 2,000 copies). All issues are available in pdf format from the web site.

The newsletter is giving an important continuity for the network with quarterly publication since 1992. 

Before each issue, the members were invited to provide news and write articles.

The Contact List of about 1,000 organisations is available online in a searchable way from a MySQL database. The European part of about 600 organisations is available as a separate searchable set from the website.

Compared with the work programme, the newsletter was published as planned.

REGIONAL, NATIONAL, & LOCAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY VISIONS AND PLANNING MODELS FOR NGOs

INFORSE-Europe provided assistance to interested members on national and local sustainable energy plans, following the Vision2050 framework. The Visions for EU-15 and EU-25 were used for national and EU-level discussions: presentations at seminars and exhibitions on European level (including two INFORSE-Europe seminars respectively in Bruxelles and in Croatia, a side-event at the UN Commission for Sustainable Development, a seminar in Lithuania). 

A national vision for Lithuania was developed in cooperation with Atgaja, Lithuania. It included included new features in the form of a modelling af one of the target years on a computer model with hourly distribution of electricity and heat, and with proposals for action to start implementation of the vision. The vision was developed via email communication and with a preparatory meeting in June in Kaunas. The preliminary vision was presented for a number of NGOs at a seminar in Riga organised by the German Friedrich Ebert Stiftung in September. The vision was presented for Lithuanian politicians and others at a meeting that was organised for the purpose in Vilnius in December. 

The Danish vision was expanded with proposals for actions for the first decade of implementation, developed in cooperation with OVE, Denmark. 

Discussions on the vision for Croatia continued with a view to develop it after 2006 in cooperation with Green Action, Croatia. 

Cooperation was started with Aalborg University, in particular to use their EnergyPlan model for the Lithuanian vision.

INFORSE-Europe's guideline for estimating renewable energy potentials were updated with a simple guideline for estimating potentials of biofuels for transportation. 

The information available on the website was updated with the vision for Lithuania including the new features and with the updated guideline for estimating renewable energy potentials. 

Compared with the work programme, the visions were developed to the same extent and quality as planned. The development of the vision for Lithuania gave good visibility, both with the seminar and with two articles, which will be published in 2007.

The ideas to develop more visions were discussed, and it was agreed with Latvian Green Movement to develop a vision for Latvia in 2007.

DIERET (Distance Internet Education on Renewable Energy Technologies)

This is a free internet-based course developed by INFORSE-Europe and INFORSE South Asia. The DIERET material was updated and expanded with a section on alternative fuel for transportation including biofuels. A new feature was prepared, in addition to the normal tests, the “South-North Twin Energy Teams”. With these teams one person from the South and one person from the North will in simple way solve each other's energy problems, for instance in their municipalities, villages, or cities. These teams will be introduced in 2007. 

One DIERET course was organised, with focus on new persons in INFORSE-Europe, and European NGOs; but also including a smaller number of persons from developing countries. Western European members were able to use the material for national courses and sell the CD. In addition the Russian version of DIERET was updated and have been used for education in Ukraine, Kazakhstan and other countries by REA, Ukraine and Ecomuseum, Kasakhstan; without financial support from INFORSE-Europe.

Compared with the work programme, DIERET was developed as planned. 

Energy & Climate Education in Schools

The network's activities to strengthen NGOs working on environmental education on energy and climate continued. The sharing of best practices and resources throughout Europe continued with update and expansion of the database “Energy & Climate School Resources”, and dissemination of information of the SPARE energy education program. 

INFORSE-Europe also raised the attention of the members of the resources with emails and in Sustainable Energy News. 

A special emphasis was involvement in the SPARE activities in Russia with development  by Friends of Baltic of a network of NGOs  for SPARE activities, in 
Russia as well as in 11 other former Soviet countries, Poland and Macedonia.  The activities also included organising a competition for school children, three seminars/events in Skt. Petersburg, and development of a SPARE website in English and Russian.  As part of this, best practices on promotion of low cost energy saving measures and renewable energy sources in SPARE countries were disseminated.

The cooperation with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF), and with International Solar Energy Society's educational activities in Europe was continued with participation by INFORSE-Europe in the the International Conference on Energy

and Education, April 6-7, 2006, Budapest organised by ESEEF. 

The educational activities were carried out with the level of activity and quality as planned in the working programme, and with extra focus on Russia and on other former Soviet Union countries, where educational material and educational opportunities for sustainable energy and climate issues are very limited.

ORGANISING TRAINING WITH FIELD TRIPS IN COOPERATION WITH MEMBERS

To improve the visibility of existing, well-working sustainable energy solutions, INFORSE-Europe promoted cross-border trainings with field-trips to relevant sustainable energy sites. 

Inventories and more detailed descriptions of relevant sites were developed for Denmark and Northern Germany (Sleswig-Holstein). The descriptions are included in the INFORSE-Europe website. One visit in Denmark was made for a French group and a tour to Northern Germany was planned for a Danish group. The tour is planned for 2007. 

The activities were carried out with the level of activity and quality as planned in the working programme

cooperation ON NETWORK ACTIVITIES WITH other inforse regions

INFORSE-Europe participated in the UN Commission for Sustainable Development’s 14th session (CSD14) with focus on energy and climate, May 2006-2007, where also the INFORSE World Vision2050 was presented at a side-event. Further the network followed the EU Energy Initiative and other global energy partnerships and follow-up of Bonn International Conference on Renewable Energy on behalf of the global INFORSE. 

Cooperation for capacity building with INFORSE South Asia continued with development of manuals on renewable energy for poverty reduction. This activity was carried out as cooperation between INFORSE members and does not involve INFORSE-Europe economically.

The cooperation was carried out with the level of activity and quality as planned in the working programme

COOPERATION WITH OTHER NETWORKS

INFORSE-Europe continued cooperation with other NGO networks including Climate Action Network  - Europe, World Renewable Energy Council (WREC, where INFORSE is a member), and EUFORES.

Cooperation was increased with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF) on European policy and related issues.

Participation as one of the coordinators continued in the Citizen’s United for Renewable Energy and Sustainability (CURES) that organised NGO participation in the CSD14 and preparations for CSD15, as well as invited to the International Conference "Sustainable Bioenergy - Challenges and Opportunities" October 2006, where INFORSE-Europe was represented. INFORSE-Europe also continued as a coordinator in European Eco-Forum. 

Educational activities were coordinated with European organisations, as mentioned above. This included exchange with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF) and International Solar Energy Society's educational activities in Europe. 

The cooperation activities were carried out with the level of activity and quality as planned in the working programme

SEMINARS

INFORSE-Europe organised a European energy policy seminar in Brussels in cooperation with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF), European Forum for Renewables (EUFORES), March 2006. In connection with this a roundtable for NGOs and industries working for sustainable energy was organised with the themes “sustainability standards for biofuels” and “international cooperation on sustainable energy”.

INFORSE-Europe also organised a European Sustainable Energy Seminar at "Solar Academy" at Solta, Croatia, together with Green Action Zagreb. The seminar took place in September 2006.

Further INFORSE-Europe co-organised a seminar on sustainable energy for South Eastern Europe, organised by Green Action Zagreb and ProAktiva. INFORSE-Europe provided two speakers to the seminar and was involved in the planning of the program.

The seminars were carried out as planned in the work programme.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

INFORSE-Europe can cooperate with members and do other additional activities. In 2006 this included the following:

-INFORSE-Europe finished the “Azur Flame” project on development of a biogas training centre in Kazakhstan, started in 2004. This activity was not part of the work programme supported by EU.

-INFORSE-Europe wrote the publication “Study of the Introduction of Renewable Energy in the EU” as a consultant to the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation. This activity was not part of the work programme supported by EU

-INFORSE-Europe participated in the “New Energy New Europe” conference in Milton Keynes and Oxford, UK, organised by the UK Open University, and discussed EU policy with a number of UK stakeholders. Gunnar Olesen Coordinator participated.

- INFORSE-Europe was invited to exhibit free at RENEXPO in Augsburg, Germany in September. INFORSE-Europe participated with 3 persons including the chair.

- INFORSE-Europe also was invited to participate at Annemasse in France on the Building Governance of Sust. Development symposium,
 and at the EENF conference in Slovakia. Both event was in November and Emil Bedi coordinator participated.

LOBBY ACTIVITIES

FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT IN EU

INFORSE-Europe continued to follow the development of EU’s energy and climate policies, including policies for the new EU countries, and developed positions on relevant EU proposals in climate and energy. This included:

-Press release and INFORSE-Europe response to the development of an EU energy policy based on the Green Paper of Energy 2006, letter to sent to EU countries.

-INFORSE-Europe response to the White Paper on Energy Efficiency, response sent to the DG TREN public consultation

INFORSE-Europe position on EU biomass and biofuels strategy, response sent to the DG TREN public consultation.

-INFORSE-Europe position on sustainability of biofuels and other biomass.

-Press release on the EU Energy Efficiency Action Plan.

-INFORSE-Europe recommendation on structural funds for renewable energy. The recommendation was sent to DG TREN after the end of the year.

The positions were developed in consultation with the members. The press releases and positions were sent to relevant entities, including European Commission, European Parliament and European Press. In addition they were sent to INFORSE-Europe members. 

Update of European policies were made regularly to the website (monthly or bi-monthly updates) and in Sustainable Energy News. 

The policies that were followed included support for renewable energy and energy efficiency (Intelligent Energy for Europe etc.), energy market regulations, policies and directives on renewable energy in electricity, transport and heat, policies and directives on energy efficiency/energy performance in houses, energy services, emissions trading, relevant structural funds, EU's new neighbourhood policy, the EU Energy Initiative for poverty alleviation and Sustainable Development.

There was collection and dissemination of information on successful measures that have supported national implementation of EU regulation for sustainable energy development. In 2006 this included policies for structural funds.

As a new activity, INFORSE-Europe analysed information about subsidies and other public support for energy, sustainable energy as well as fossil and nuclear energies. The results were made public on the website.

To discuss policies, the network organised two seminars on European sustainable energy policy (mentioned above). One seminar was in Brussels.

Contacts were made to INFORSE contacts in Mediterrenean countries covered by EU neighbourhood agreements regarding possible cooperation of these agreements. Three of these expressed an interest in future cooperation on the issue.

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON STRUCTURAL AND COHESION FUNDS

There was a special emphasis on EU structural and cohesion funds in the new EU countries. The structural funds (SF) seem the most promising sources of financing for development of sustainable energy projects in new EU member states. Renewable energy (RE) projects realised on local level could be one of the best options to use the SF fund effectively.  The work consisted of:

· Evaluation of national policies related to utilisation of EU structural funds for the renewables in Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary. This included evaluation of selected projects started 2004 - 2006 as well barriers. 

· Based on the analysis was developed recommendations for coming SF programs. 

· Expansion and improvement of the database of RE projects funded by SF.

The lobby activities were carried out with the level of activity and quality as planned in the work programme.

OTHER ISSUES:
The Spanish ARGO Leonardo Program funded 2 trainees for 3 months each to work at the Secretariat. Special thanks to them and to the Board, to all staff and activists helping the work of the network.



