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NETWORK ACTIVITIES

inforse-europe website 

The website (www.inforse.org/europe) feature the activities of the network and gave background information. This includes information on the network, and comments to EU policy, regularly updated, at least monthly.

Members was asked to provide inputs and links for the website. In 2005, this was mostly used to include school/education informational resources.

Members without a website were offered a simple a presentation on a dedicated page on the website. This was used by IAE-BD from Belarus.

Compared with the work programme, the website was developed as planned. The site was updated about 20 times, in particular to update the EU policy pages (to include new developments and to improve the structure), to expand the education resources, and to give news on seminars etc.

As an addition to the work programme, the description of the network was added in Spanish, French and Hungarian.

The website had about 50,700 unique users during 2005, and remains a very important contact point for dissemination of information from INFORSE.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY NEWS AND CONTACT LIST

In 2005, four issues were published, 1400-2000 copies each. Two issues included special themes: “local supply” and “sustainable energy in the new EU countries”. The newsletter also included articles on EU-policy development, NGO activities on sustainable energy, developments of renewable energy, news from other continents, and a number of articles on gender and energy issues.

Before each issue, the members were invited to provide news and write articles, and when an issue is published, all contacts received an email with information with a list of content and a link to the online version of the newsletter.

The four 12-page issues of Sustainable Energy News published were: (No 51: 1,600 copies, No 50: 1,400 copies, No 48. 2,000 copies, No. 49: 1,400 copies). All issues are available in pdf format from the web site.

Compared with the work programme, the newsletter was published as planned. The newsletter is giving an important continuity for the network with quarterly publication since 1992. As a new feature theme articles are started to be connected on the website (gender, school, climate)

The Contact List of about 1,000 organisations are available online in a searchable way from a MySQL database. The European part of about 600 organisations is available as a separate searchable set from the database.

REGIONAL, NATIONAL, & LOCAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY VISIONS AND PLANNING MODELS FOR NGOs

INFORSE-Europe provided assistance to interested members on national and local sustainable energy plans, following the Vision2050 framework. The Visions for EU-15 and EU-25 were used for national and EU-level discussions: presentations at seminars and exhibitions on European level (included World Sustainable Energy Days, EU Green Week, two INFORSE-Europe seminars, articles in Denmark, distribution of material in Belarus). 

A new national vision for Denmark was developed and the outline of a vision for Croatia was made.

The information available on the website was updated with new examples, and additionally a poster series was made about the vision on different levels (globally, EU, nationally). 

Compared with the work programme, the visions were developed to the same extent as planned. The development of the vision for Denmark gave good visibility, both with articles and with a special publication of sustainable energy visions (published in Danish by the INFORSE-Europe member OVE). The vision for Croatia has to be developed further before publication. The INFORSE-Europe member Green Action is committed to do that.

The ideas to develop more visions (new vision for Lithuania, improve vision for Poland) were not realised in 2005, but activities continue.

DIERET (Distance Internet Education on Renewable Energy Technologies)

The material was updated and used for one round of the course in English, where the participants included new persons (volunteers/members) in INFORSE-Europe, persons with relation to European NGOs, and a smaller number of persons from developing countries. 100 CD copies of the DIERET were published and Western European members were offered to use them.

Compared with the work programme, DIERET was developed as planned. The income from selling CD’s did not contribute substantially to the economy of the network; but several members will sell them and the activity will be continued in 2006.

Energy & Climate Education in Schools

The network's activities to strengthen NGOs working on environmental education on energy and climate continued with sharing of best practice and resources in EU-25 and candidate countries. The activities included:

· Further improvement of energy and climate change based activities with development of activities in 6 countries:

· Wales, workshops, exhibition by West Wales Eco Center

· Poland, 2 films: Biomass and Small Hydro Power Plants from the Polish Ecological Club Upper Silesian Branch.

· Romania, Building more practical models/demonstration kits for sustainable energy solutions, and 4 film scripts (solar cooker, wind, solar car, and dynamo) by Prietenii Pamantului (Earth Friends).

· Hungary, Translation and introduction of 25 practical experiments on energy and climate by E-misszio/EKA.

· Greece, Publication on climate change and sustainable energy solutions by the Mediterranean SOS Network.

· Promote successful elements of schemes in which member organisations are involved. This was done with the development of the activities in the five countries as well as with exhibition at the EU Green Week and with the educational section of the INFORSE-Europe website.

· Collection of best practices in the use of mobile materials for climate and sustainable energy demonstration days etc. Collection of best practice in the use of computer-based teaching materials and the use of demonstration models. The best practices are available as cases on the website, with links to contacts and/or further information.

· Regularly updating the educational section of the INFORSE-Europe website, presenting best practices etc. The information on the website as well as its structure was substantially improved. This section provides - together with linked educational sites - a central resource of environmental educational material on climate and energy. The School resource database is at: http://www.inforse.org/europe/schools.htm
· Present case studies of successful use of the materials for inspiration of NGOs and teachers.

The activities were presented at several events: EU Green Week, European sustainable energy seminar in Romania, and a number of events of the West Wales EcoCentre. The cooperation with European Sustainable Energy Education Forum (ESEEF) and International Solar Energy Society (ISES)'s educational activities in Europe continued.
Further the members active in this field met during the European sustainable energy seminar in Romania in September (see below).

The activities were carried out as planned in the working programme. The combination of practical activities in five countries and the web resources gives a good combination of practical knowledge and European outreach. The cooperation with ESEEF with links increases the value of the web resource for users looking for available material on energy and climate education.

cooperation ON NETWORK ACTIVITIES WITH other inforse regions

INFORSE-Europe co-operated with other regions of INFORSE to follow the UN sustainable development after the WSSD in Johannesburg, etc. The activities included preparations for CSD14 with joint inputs from INFORSE to UN in September 2005, participation in UN-ECE Regional Implementation Meeting for CSD in December 2005,  participation in the Beijing Renewable Energy Conference (follow-up of Bonn Renewable Energy Conference), and a related NGO-meeting. The meetings gave opportunities to present the World Vision 2050 for phase out of fossil fuels and nuclear energy, with a presentation a the NGO meeting in Beijing as well as with posters that were developed to present the vision. INFORSE joined the Beijing NGO Declaration.

Activities on capacity building of INFORSE South Asia were started in the framework of a project managed by two Danish INFORSE-Europe members (OVE, DIB).

The activities were up to the level that was planned. With this cooperation it was possible to follow these important global events that have influence on EU and national policies as well as on external relations

COOPERATION WITH OTHER NETWORKS

The co-operation with Climate Action Network - Europe (CAN-E) continued, including cooperation on the European Climate Change Programme. Cooperation with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF) and EUFORES was intensified (Seminar was organised together in Brussesls).

Participation in the World Renewable Energy Council (for a world organisation for renewable energy) was done via INFORSE South Asia that participated in the Council’s large event in November.

Educational activities were coordinated with European organisations as described above. Regarding more general co-operation opportunities with International Solar Energy Society (ISES) and WWF, projects were discussed on South – North cooperation with INFORSE-Europe and INFORSE members in Asia; but no projects were started in 2005. 

The cooperation was as expected in the work programme. In particular valuable was cooperation with CAN-E, EREF and EUFORES. Additional cooperation was that INFORSE the dissemination of 500 DVD titled “European Renewable Energy Islands Showing a way to the future” as one of the member organisation was part of an ALTENER project producing it.

GENERAL MEETING

A General Meeting was made in September in Romania at the end of the as part of the European Sustainable Energy Seminar 2005.  The meeting was used to establish a board of INFORSE-Europe to strengthen the cooperation and to set priorities for the rest of the year as well as for 2006 with adoption of a working programme.

The results of the General Meeting were as expected.

SEMINARS

INFORSE-Europe organised a European Sustainable Energy Seminar in Romania, in cooperation with Earth Friends in Galati, Romania, in September.

INFORSE-Europe organised a European Energy Policy Seminar in Brussels in cooperation with European Renewable Energy Federation (EREF), European Forum for Renewables (EUFORES), in June.

INFORSE co-organised a Seminar on policies and practice for sustainable energy at Green Action’s facilities at Solta, Croatia for NGOs from South East Europe Green Action had the primary responsibility for the seminars, while the INFORSE-Europe coordinators were involved in the programmes as trainers.

The seminars were carried out as expected and were important to increase the knowledge and capacity of NGOs to work on sustainable energy. Proceedings are available at the website.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

INFORSE-Europe cooperated with members and other NGOs to strengthen their capacity and knowledge about sustainable energy. This was a constant activity answering requests by email. 

The cooperation with two INFORSE members, ECO-Museum in Karaganda, Kazakhstan and Renewable Energy Agency NGO in Kiev, a Europeaid supported project continued for establishing a biogas development and training center, culminating with a large renewable energy conference in Karaganda, Kazakhstan. This activity was run as a separate project.

The planned other activities were carried out as expected; while no larger additional cooperation activities were started in 2005.

ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES

FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT IN EU

INFORSE-Europe followed the development of EU’s energy and climate policies, including policies for the new EU countries. Positions were developed on relevant EU proposals in climate and energy, and press releases were announced. Update of the policies were made monthly or bi-monthly updates on the website, and in Sustainable Energy News quarterly. The policies that were followed included support for renewable energy and energy efficiency (ALTENER, SAVE, COOPENER etc.), energy market regulations, policies and directives on renewable energy in electricity, transport and heat, policies and directives on energy efficiency/energy performance in houses, energy services etc.; emissions trading, relevant structural funds, EU's new neighbourhood policy, the EU Energy Initiative for poverty alleviation and Sustainable Development.

As part of this, there was collection and dissemination of information on successful national implementation of measures supporting legislation for sustainable development in energy.

The two above described seminars in Brussels and Romania were valuable for the network discussing EU policies. (see above about seminars). 

A special emphasis was on EU structural funds (SF) and cohesion funds in the new EU countries. The work consisted of:

· Evaluation of national policies related to utilisation of EU structural funds (program documents, operational plans) for the renewables in Slovakia and Czech Republic, as well as dialogue with Polish INFORSE-Europe members on Polish structural funds. 

· Starting a database of renewable-energy projects funded by SF 

· Preparation of information documents on how to use SF for renewable-energy projects.

· Proposing governments to improve national programming documents in the next financial round starting in 2006 in order to put more emphasis on renewable energy (ensure eligibility) a letter was circulated.

The results of the advocacy activities are available online at www.inforse.org/europe/eupolicy.htm.

The advocacy activities were up to the level expected in the work programme. The extensive use of the website to publish information gives a good opportunity for outreach, and gives a web based overview of EU policies on energy and climate. As additional to the work programme and INFORSE-Europe brochure was published without extra costs in 1,700 copies, which was distributed on events.

General

The activities were implemented with the coordination of the 2 coordinators and the members connected to the activities (seminars, and the 5 school projects). The work was advised by the Board. In 2005, four trainees/activists helped the work of the Secretariat for shorter periods (2-3 months). The trainees were from Spain, France, Denmark and USA.
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